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It is late January, and Lent is still more than a month away. Perhaps I have said this before, but Lent
is still more than a month away. That fascinates me because it says that once again Easter will be
about as late as it can be (little chance for a Palm Sunday blizzard, although with the effects of
climate change on local weather, you never really know anymore). I am looking forward to an Easter
with lots of Spring color.
All that is very much beside the point because I want to talk about Lent even though it is more than a
month away. In the earliest centuries of the Christian era Lent was a time of preparation for Baptism
for those new to the faith. It was a time of instruction and prayer. Eventually Lent became a time for
penitential preparation by everyone for the Holy time approaching Easter. Throughout the centuries
that emphasis has swung back and forth… sometimes with more emphasis on working toward a
deeper understanding of faith and the cross, while other times found large portions of the Christian
community assume that they knew as much as they needed to and worked instead on simple
religious devotion. And then there were those long periods when everyone seemed focused on
everything but faith.
Beginning on Ash Wednesday, we will gather to contemplate devotion in a very different culture
than the one that Jesus complains about in Matthew’s picture of temple prayer life. Then on the next
five Wednesdays we will combine brief prayer services with discussion of the central event of
Christianity… the event that St. Paul describes as “a stumbling block to the Jews and foolishness to
the Greeks.” How can apparent defeat and failure be the opening act in the drama of new creation?
Perhaps when we figure that out, we can find hope and joy in places we never thought possible.
And lest I forget to remind you, there will be lots of opportunity in Lent to gather with friends around
food. We will call pancakes and soup dinners “part of our Lenten fast”. But wow is it good! Come
and join us.

Pastor Carl

Newsletter submissions are
due January, March, May,
July, September, and
November 15th.
Please send submissions to
lori@stpaulsupperco.org.
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Church News
Mar-Lu-Ridge Camp Registration
Early Bird savings of $35 off are in effect
until Feb 18th. Please visit their website
(mar-lu-ridge.org) to view the brochure,
camp description/dates and get the
registration form or visit the church’s
bulletin board.

Shrove Tuesday and Pancake
Supper, Tuesday, March 5th
Please come join us for a pancake
supper at 6pm.
All are welcome! Bring your friends
and family.
Ash Wednesday, March 6 th
Ash Wednesday worship will be held at

Italian Dinner, Saturday, February 2nd,
Immanuel Church, 5:30 to 7:30pm
Immanuel Church will host an Italian dinner
from 5:30 to 7:30pm. If any youth are able
to help as servers or you would like to buy
tickets ($5 each), please contact Rachel at
Rachel.Murphy@hotmail.com or 410-259-8861.

7:00pm. Please come join us on this
first day of Lent.

Confirmation Classes Continue
1st and 2nd year classes will be held during
Sunday School on February 3rd and17th;
March 3rd, 17th and 31st.

Lenten Soup and Services
Lenten Soup and Services will be held
Wednesdays, 3/13, 3/20, 3/27, 4/3,
4/10, and 4/18 (Maundy Thursday).
Soup will be served at 6pm followed
by the Lenten Worship at 7pm.

Bible Study Continues
Please join us Tuesday’s at 7:00pm for
Bible Study on February 12th & 26th. There
will be no Bible Study in March due to
Lent.

Daylight Saving Time starts
Sunday, March 10 - Don’t forget to turn
your clocks forward one hour.

Snow Tubing at Ski Liberty
Sunday, February 17th @ 2 - 4 pm please let Rachel Murphy & Sandy
Baber know if you are interested. All
are welcomed! Bring your friends and
family!

Lenten Project for the children,
“Heifer”, Sunday, March 17th
Following a special children’s service,
the St. Paul’s Café will be serving soup
& sandwiches in place of Fellowship.
We will be taking up a free will offering - the money will go
to the Heifer, Sunday School’s Lenten Project for this year.

Mario's Italian Restaurant Dinner,
Friday, February 22nd 5:30 - 7:30 pm.
This will be our first official fundraiser for
the Minneapolis Youth Gathering 2021.
Pasta and salad will be served, with ice
cream for dessert. A free will offering will be
collected. (Inclement weather date March 1st).

Februry 14th

Happy St. Patrick's Day
March 17th

NESAP’s “Taste of Spring”, Thursday,
March 21st, 5:00pm – 8:00pm
Taste of Spring-Small plate dining event
will have live music, and silent auction.
Event held at Crossroads Church in
Hampstead. Tickets are $25 per couple
and $15 for an individual. For more information or to
purchase tickets: NESAP.THRIFTSTOREMGR@GMAIL.COM

February 18th
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Outreach
Sanctity of Human Life Sunday
Outreach will distribute baby bottles to
be filled with coins, bills, etc. for the
benefit of Alpha Pregnancy. This
money is used for supplies, counseling,
clothing, furniture and toys, etc. The filled bottles will be
collected no later than February 24, 2019.

Back Packs
Planning to fill 30 nylon back packs
with personal hygiene supplies. Will
deliver either to Shepherd's Staff or
Social Services in Westminster.

2019 Flea Market
We are now accepting applications for
the 2019 Flea Markets.

2019 BLOOD DRIVE
This year’s dates are:



April 20 * May 18 * June 15 * July 20
August 17 * September 21 * October 12
Time: 8 AM – 2 PM
Cost: $ 20.00 Lawn space, Pavilion space $30.00
Email: fleamarket@stpaulsupperco.org

April 27th
September 28th

Those in Need of Prayer
MEMBERS: Helen Armacost, Mark Armacost,
Calvin & Mary Armacost, Hazel Ashe, Ruth Bare,
Maidie Brown, Vivian Chenoweth, Colton DuBois,
Jamie DuBois, Bud Eichelberger, John Eichler, Leon
Fleming, Carliana Folfas, Shriver Foster, Andy
Geldmacher, Laura Grabowski, Bob Graff, Hannah
Hilgartner, Hope Hilgartner, Glenys Hunt, Matthew
Jones, Nadine McGee, Moore family, Neuheisel
family, Shirley Stratton, Gene Zepp, and all
homebound members.
FAMILY & FRIENDS: Jerry Herfurth, Carol & Carroll
Parker, Bernie & Chris Harman, Linda & Ron
Nunan, Darlene Parlette, Frank Minor, Sandy
Duffy, Erin Kranz, Clyde Harmon, Angie Hipsley,
Brandy Bubczyk, Rocket Rathbone, Steve Austin,
Rob Kaltenbacher, Kary Braun, Gloria Rutan, Jim &
Barbara Peltzer, Kevin Mansfield, Jack Wiley,
Russell Ball, Sue & OJ Cavnor, Liz Neese, Melanie
Romagnoli, Michelle Duffy, Sonia Davis, Laura &
Joseph Jagoda, Carol Brown, Bradley Sensabaugh,
Heidi Gumz, Kimberly Young, Gabe Santoni,
Meadow & Holly Brunk, family and friends of
Russell Ball, Jo Raver Bakhsh, Karen Farres, Dave
Davis, Christopher Thompson, Pastor Jimmie
Schwartz, those facing job loss, and those in
broken relationships.
PRAYER: We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you called light into being. Enlighten our darkness by the
light of your Christ. Shed his healing light on those for whom we pray. Bring into the fullness of your light all who
live in the darkness of doubt, fear and hoplessness. Let the fullness of day break into all of our lives but especially
those who need it most. AMEN
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Youth
Joint Youth Group Activities
We are very pleased to announce that St Paul's will be one of at least three churches taking part in a new joint youth
ministry group! The other two churches are Immanuel, Manchester and Jerusalem, Bachman's Valley.
We hope to have an activity planned for each month - all are welcomed to attend, whatever works best for your
calendar. If there is a cost involved for the event, our St Paul's Youth (SPY) Fund will help to cover expenses.
If you have any questions, please see Sandy, Rachel, or Pastor Carl.

February 2nd - Spaghetti Dinner at Immanuel
February 22nd - Mario's at St. Paul's
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Youth
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You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your

might. 6Keep these words that I am commanding you today in your heart. 7Recite them to your
children and talk about them when you are at home and when you are away, when you lie down
and when you rise. 8Bind them as a sign on your hand, fix them as an emblem on your forehead,
9

and write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.

Deuteronomy 6:5-9

We all want to see our youth grow and learn with Christ. The Bible tells us to teach our children. There is an
individual at Immanuel Church that believes attending Church Services and Sunday School along with time at
Mar-Lu-Ridge will help with this important mission. We are blessed that this individual has offered to pay for
children that are actively involved at St Paul’s to go to camp at Mar-Lu-Ridge this summer!
Camp registration opens January 1st. Early Bird savings of $35 off are in effect until Feb 18th (doesn’t apply to
Day Camps). Please visit their website (mar-lu-ridge.org) to view the brochure, camp description/dates and get
the registration form or visit the bulletin board at church.
Give registration forms to Rachel Murphy (or email Rachel.Murphy@hotmail.com). You will get confirmation
from the camp and then you will send other mandatory forms (Consent, Emergency, Contact, Health...etc.) to
Mar-Lu-Ridge no later than four weeks prior to your child’s arrival. Thank you cards will be provided for the
children to complete and Rachel to deliver to the anonymous sponsor.
** Be sure to follow up, if you do not receive a confirmation from Mar-Lu-Ridge. **

All Mar-Lu-Ridge campers will enjoy:

Campers age 11 and older may
participate in:

Daily Bible studies
Daily worship experiences
Swimming and a pool party
Small and large group games
Delicious food
Team building activities
Campfires
Hikes
Cookouts
Crafts
Scales and Tales environmental education
programming
New friends and lasting memories!

Rock climbing
Zip line
High ropes activities
Archery
Canoeing
Night hikes and night games

5

Sunday School

6

St Paul's Lutheran Church
15773 Dover Rd Upperco, MD 21155 / 410-239-3456
Sunday School Coordinator: Ms Susan Fleming

Home phone: 410-239-1174

2018 - 2019
Sunday School Calendar
Email: susanf795@gmail.com

Perfect Attendance: To achieve this goal you must not miss more than two Sundays. ( on calendar below)
Parents: If your child was sick or attended another church, please tell Ms. Susan.
st

Youth Sundays: The 1 Sunday of the month where the youth participate during the 9am service.
See the 'Message from Romper' for more information.
Your attendance shows support for our Youth Program! Please join us!
10:15am SS Classes

FEBRUARY 2019
Feb 3
Feb 10

Mario's Restaurant : Friday evening, February 22nd
Youth Sunday (arrive by 8:45 and see Ms Susan)
9am
Souper Bowl Skit during Service

10:15am Sunday School Classes


Feb 17
Feb 24



10:15am

Sunday School Classes

10:15am

Fellowship Sunday / Crafts (Ms Susan)

10:15am

Sunday School Classes

MARCH 2019
**Lenten Project: (Mar 6 - April 18) Heifer International
Mar 3
Mar 10
Mar 17
Mar 24
Mar 31

9am

Youth Sunday (arrive by 8:45 and see Ms Rachel)



10:15am

Sunday School Classes



10:15am

Sunday School Classes




10:15am
10:15am
10:15am

Fellowship Sunday / Crafts (Ms Rachel)
Sunday School Classes
Sunday School Classes

Please invite your family, friends and neighbors to help us grow our Sunday School program!
**Calendar dates and details are subject to change. Contact church office or Ms Susan to confirm activities.
We also email info about events, so be sure that we have your email address!

7

Church Events
FA LA LA LA LA….The St. Paul’s Christmas Carolers
Were Here!

On Sunday, December16th, a yellow school bus met 32 Christmas Carolers at St. Paul’s.
Carolers made stops at Timber Ridge Retirement Center, Long View Nursing Home and
the home of Ruth Bare.
Christmas Ornaments and cards made by Sunday School Students
were given out to all that we visited.
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Are you interested in a Mission Trip to
Puerto Rico?
A team of experienced leaders, including Pastor Carl's son-in-law Pastor Mark
Parker, is working to bring together a group of adult and youth volunteers to head
to Puerto Rico to help in the rebuilding effort following Hurricane Maria. We will be
working with Lutheran Disaster Response, a program of Lutheran Social Services
in Puerto Rico (find out more here--http://www.sslpr.org/). This is part of the
Building Puentes initiative, a collaborative effort of the Metro DC, Delaware
Maryland, and Caribbean synods of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
You can find out more here (https://demdsynod.org/category/building-puentes/)
and here (http://metrodcelca.org/building-puentes-with-caribbean-synod/).
The hope is for half of the group to have solid construction experience, while half of the group should be physically
capable of construction work and willing to learn from and assist others.
The confirmed dates are July 21st through August 3rd. You may choose one week or stay for both. The registration
deadline will be April 1st, with a deposit of $100. Second payments will be due on May 1st to allow plane tickets to be
purchased (bringing the total per person to $300). Final payments will be due on July 1st. Costs, relatively speaking,
should be pretty low. The cost for one week is $600 and for two weeks is $900. That includes flights, all meals except
when we're eating out, housing, construction supplies, and rental vans. Probably estimate about $150 more in spending
money, though some activities are optional and you might not need that much. We will be staying in the Lutheran camp
in Maguayo, near Dorado. About 45 minutes west of San Juan. The camp has room for up to sixty volunteers at a time.
Volunteers sleep in bunkrooms with twin-sized bunkbeds and communal showers--comfortable enough, but nothing fancy.
The camp also includes a very nice pool, a chapel, office and storage areas, and a main hall for
dining/meeting/organizing/relaxing. It's a good home for groups like ours.
We took around forty volunteers from the area, from at least twenty different faith communities, to volunteer over two
weeks in September of 2018. The general pattern was to fly in on Sunday morning/afternoon, fly back on Saturday
evening. Monday through Friday we worked construction doing rebuilding in the morning and the afternoon, with time in
the late afternoon/evening for the beach, the pool, going dancing, heading out to dinner, and exploring a bit of the island.
We took one half day to head across the island and visit El Yunque, an amazing tropical rainforest. We also spent a half
day exploring in Old San Juan.
Our September 2018 service teams were composed entirely of adults (between ages 21 and 70) because it was during
the school year. Having our 2019 service work in the summer will allow high school students (14 years and older, who
have already finished 9th grade), plus college students, college staff, and teachers, able to join us in serving.
If you have questions or would like more information, whatever is available at this point, you can contact Mark Parker at
Lsmparker@gmail.com, or, talk with Pastor Carl.

February 2019 Mission: NESAP
On February 10th, we will collect a 2nd offering for NESAP
‘Soup’er Bowl of Caring empowers youth and unites communities around the time of the
Big Game to help those in need. Mark your calendars now to join us!
Since 1990, young people have been leading the charge and inspiring others to collect dollars and food around the ‘Big Game’.
Teaming up with local partners, these groups give 100% of donations to local charities, changing the nation's largest weekend
of football into the largest weekend of caring.
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Our local partner is NESAP (‘North East Social Action Program’), www.nesapinc.org. Some of our Sunday School students will
perform a ‘Soup’er Bowl skit on February 10th during the Children’s Sermon. On this day, a 2nd offering will also be collected
for NESAP. Remember to also bring some ‘soup’er canned goods to stock NESAP pantry!
NESAP Mission Statement: In Christian love, to provide crisis assistance to individuals and families with their physical, financial,
and emotional needs, as an extension of the ministries of our congregations, and to proactively partner clients and
professionals in our community for continued education, working toward self-sufficiency.
NESAP Thrift Store provides an ever changing variety of carefully selected second-hand clothing, books, housewares, toys
collectibles, and furniture. Shop at NESAP’s Thrift Store! The Thrift store's proceeds fund NESAP's Assistance Programs that
include financial assistance (for rent fuel, utilities, transportation and medical bills), and in addition, provide free clothing
items for community members in need.
NESAP Thrift Store · 1046 S. Carroll St., Hampstead, MD 21074
Hours: Mon, Tue, Wed, Fri, Sat – 9am to 3pm and Thu – 9am to 7pm
Volunteers: At the heart of NESAP are faithful volunteers who donate their time on a weekly, monthly, or as-needed
basis. Volunteers help in the Thrift Store, loading dock or food pantry. Individuals, churches and business groups participate in
outreach programs such as Easter and Thanksgiving food distributions; sponsoring families for Christmas; or helping with our
school supplies program in the fall. If you are interested in volunteer opportunities with NESAP, please call 410-374-9099.

March 2019 Mission: Carroll Hospice
On March 10th, we will collect a 2nd offering for Carroll Hospice
Carroll Hospice opened its doors in 1986 to offer quality and compassionate hospice care to terminally ill
patients and their families in Carroll County and the surrounding areas. The program offers all components of
hospice care, including medical and nursing care, counseling and spiritual and bereavement support for family
and friends. They provide hospice care directly, and in cooperation with, a patient’s physician and family in a
loving, concerned environment—most often the patient’s home. Care may also be provided at our inpatient
facility, The Dove House.
Mission Carroll Hospice is non-profit organization dedicated to improving the quality of life for patients needing end-of-life care,
allowing them to live as fully and comfortably as possible by providing quality palliative care, pain and symptom management and
support for their families.
See www.carrollhospice.org for more information, like: What is hospice? · Is hospice care only for the elderly? · Who decides if
hospice care is needed? · When should hospice be contacted? · What is the physician’s role in hospice care? · Where can hospice
care be provided? · How is hospice paid for?
Your donations help provide quality end-of-life care and bereavement services to all those in need,
regardless of their financial resources. The generosity and support of the community has helped ensure
that all of their patients receive the care they need. Each year, more than 20% of their operating budget is
supported through private contributions. Your gifts, no matter how big or small, help provide numerous
services and programs to patients and family members, including medical supplies, pharmaceuticals and
spiritual and bereavement support.
Volunteers play an important role in providing patients with a dignified and comforting system of care during their final days.
Whether you are new to the philosophy of hospice care or have become inspired through your own personal loss of a loved
one, you will find your volunteer experience with us to be personally gratifying, and will come to fully understand the value of
hospice care to patients and their families. Some volunteers have professional skills or specialized expertise, but most are just
people who want to help their friends and neighbors and serve the community.
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Thank You!
Thanks to the students for all their
hard work on the Christmas play.

Thanks to the families who got the
students to church on time. You also
filled the church to show your
support of our program. It was
wonderful to see everyone there.

Thanks to the teachers who helped
with costumes and hosted a
wonderful fellowship.

A very special
thank-you to all
who participated
in our Christmas
Wishes for
Adopted Families
program. You put
happy smiles on a
lot of
appreciative
faces!
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To Rachel Murphy for the
new communion labels

February
2019

SUNDAY

MONDAY

3
9:00am – Worship
10:15am – Sunday
School & Confirmation
Classes
Food Collection
Youth Sunday
10

TUESDAY

9:00am – Worship
10:15am – Sunday
School & Confirmation
Classes
Fellowship after
service
Snow Tubing at Ski
Liberty @ 2- 4pm
24
9:00am – Worship
10:15am – Sunday
School
Sanctity of Human Life
Bottles Collected

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY
1

2

5

6

7

8

Italian Dinner,
Immanuel,
5:30 - 7:30pm
9

12

13

14

15

16

20

21

22

23

4
Music & Worship
Planning Meeting
12:30 – 1:30pm

11

9:00am – Worship
10:15am – Sunday
School
nd
2 Offering
Souper Bowl Skit
17

WEDNESDAY

7:00pm - Bible
Study

18

19

Mario’s Dinner
@ 5:30-7:30
pm

7pm – Council
Meeting

25

26

27

7:00pm - Bible
Study

12

28

March
2019

SUNDAY

MONDAY

3

TUESDAY

4

9:00am – Worship
10:15am – Sunday
School & Confirmation
Classes
Food Collection
Youth Sunday
10
9:00am – Worship
10:15am – Sunday
School
nd
2 Offering
Daylight Savings Time
starts
17
9am – Worship
10:15am – Sunday
School & Confirmation
Classes
“Heifer Project” with
soup and sandwiches
after service
24
9:00am – Worship
10:15am – Sunday
School

WEDNESDAY

5
Shrove Tuesday
and Pancake
Supper @ 6:00 pm

11

6

THURSDAY

7

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1
Mario’s Dinner
Snow Date

2

8

9

Ash Wednesday
Service-7pm

12

13

Turn clocks
forward tonight

14

15

16

21

22

23

29

30

Lenten Soup - 6pm
Lenten Service-7pm

18

19

Lenten Soup - 6pm
Lenten Service-7pm

7pm – Council
Meeting

25

20

26

27
Lenten Soup - 6pm
Lenten Service-7pm

31
9:00am – Worship
10:15am – Sunday
School & Confirmation
Classes

13

NESAP’s “Taste of
Spring”, 5pm – 8pm

28

Celebrations!
FEBRUARY

MARCH

2 Suzi Lyons
3 Glenys Hunt
4 Maidie Brown
8 Calvin Armacost
9 Derek Dubois
12 Matthew Jones
14 Pat Graff
19 Colby McGee
25 Ryan Armacost
30 Landyn Howard

6 Christopher Geldmacher
9 Hazel Ashe
10 Carol Hunt
Tiffany Meadowcroft
17 Linda Hale
22 Jed Geldmacher
26 Hope Hilgartner
Hannah Hilgartner
27 Helen Armacost
Carol Hilgartner
Gaige Dubois
31 Alan Miller

FEBRUARY
14 Bob & Gerri Martin

2019 Bulletin Sponsorships
The cost is $7.50 per week. If you are interested, the bulletin binder is
located in the narthex. Or, email office@stpaulsupperco.org to have
your name added to a date. Thank you!

2019 Flower Sponsorships
The cost is $45.00 per week. Please contact Meg to let her know what
dates you would like to sponsor and what your dedication will say.
(jones4427@msn.com) Thank you so much!
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ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN CHURCH
15773 Dover Road
Hanover Pike & Dover Road
Upperco, Maryland 21155

www.StPaulsUpperco.org
410-239-3456
Pastor: The Rev. Carl Myers
Office: office@stpaulsupperco.org
Worship Leader Calendar
Date

Assisting Minister

Lector

Communion Asst.

Head Usher

Acolyte

2/3/2019
2/10/2019
2/17/2019
2/24/2019
3/3/2019
3/10/2019
3/17/2019
3/24/2019
3/31/2019

Jed Geldmacher
Laura Grabowski
Carol Hunt
Susan Fleming
Jed Geldmacher
Laura Grabowski
Carol Hunt
Susan Fleming
Jed Geldmacher

Youth Sunday
Colleen Geldmacher
Carol Hilgartner
Rachel Murphy
Youth Sunday
Laura Grabowski
Jayme Folfas
Maureen Litz
Scott Litz

John Kelly
Mary Neuheisel
Meg Jones
Kelly Mountcastle
Carol Hilgartner
Suzi Lyons
Sandy Baber
John Kelly
Mary Neuheisel

Youth Sunday
Rob Holtz
Bob Martin
John Folfas
Youth Sunday
John Eichler
Wade Hilgartner
Leon Fleming
Rob Holtz

Andy Geldmacher
Louisa Neuheisel
Chris Geldmacher
Ava Grabowski
Ashley Mountcastle
Andy Geldmacher
Louisa Neuheisel
Chris Geldmacher
Ava Grabowski

Council Directory

Council Committee Representatives

PRESIDENT
VICE PRESIDENT

Suzi Lyons
Carolyn Eichler

CEMETERY
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

SECRETARY

Laura Grabowski

EVANGELISM

TREASURER

Carol Hilgartner

FINANCE

Suzi Lyons

MEMBER

Sandy Baber

FINANCIAL SECRETARY

MEMBER

Susan Fleming

FLEA MARKET

MEMBER

Jed Geldmacher

HISTORIANS

MEMBER

John Kelly

HOSPITALITY

Charles Baber
Carol Hilgartner
Suzi Lyons
Susan Fleming
Sandy Baber
Susan Fleming

MEMBER

Rachel Murphy

MUSIC & WORSHIP

Susan Fleming

OUTREACH
PARK
PARSONAGE
PROPERTY

Suzi Lyons
Jed Geldmacher
Jed Geldmacher
Susan Fleming
Rachel Murphy
Laura Grabowski
John Kelly

SHEPHERDS
STEWARDSHIP
YOUTH
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Maidie Brown
Susan Fleming
Laura Grabowski Carolyn
Eichler

Sandy Baber
John Kelly

