St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
15733 Dover Road
Upperco, Maryland 21155
Fifteeth Sunday after Pentecost
September 13, 2020
Welcome and Announcements
* Confession and Forgiveness
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people,
turning us from our sin to live for you alone.
Amen
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Gracious God,
Have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins known and unknown, things done and
left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the
honor and glory of your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen

Liturgy of the Word

Gathering Hymn #834 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise (vs. 1, 2, & 3)
Immortal, invisible, God only wise,
In light inaccessible hid from our eyes,
Most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,
Almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise!
Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light,
Nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might;
thy justice like mountains high soaring above
thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love.
To all, life thou givest, to both great and small;
In all life thou livest, the true life of all;
We blossom and flourish like leaves on the tree,
And wither and parish, but naught changeth thee.
Contributors: Text: Walter C. Smith, 1824–1908, alt. Music: Robert's Canaidau y Cyssegr, 1839.All rights reserved. Reprinted
under ONE LICENSE #734861-A.

* Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

* Prayer of the Day
O Lord God, merciful judge, you are our inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone
with hearts that love and adore you, that we might delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

First Reading: Genesis 50:15-21
15

Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, ‘What if Joseph still bears a grudge against
us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?’ 16 So they approached Joseph, saying,
‘Your father gave this instruction before he died, 17 “Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your
brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.” Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of
the God of your father.’ Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18 Then his brothers also wept, fell down
before him, and said, ‘We are here as your slaves.’ 19 But Joseph said to them, ‘Do not be afraid! Am I in the
place of God? 20 Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve
a numerous people, as he is doing today. 21 So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little
ones.’ In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.

* Response: The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

* Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia. We have an advocate, Jesus Christ the righteous; your sins are forgiven on account of his name.
Alleluia.

* Holy Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35
21

Then Peter came and said to him, "Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often
should I forgive? As many as seven times?" 22 Jesus said to him, "Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventyseven times. 23 "For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle
accounts with his slaves. 24 When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was
brought to him; 25 and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and
children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. 26 So the slave fell on his knees before him,
saying, "Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.' 27 And out of pity for him, the lord of that
slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28 But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his
fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, "Pay what you owe.'
29
Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, "Have patience with me, and I will pay you.' 30 But
he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 31 When his fellow slaves
saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had
taken place. 32 Then his lord summoned him and said to him, "You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt
because you pleaded with me. 33 Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on
you?' 34 And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35 So my
heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart."

* Response: Gospel of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Hymn #815 I Want to Walk As a Child of the Light (vs. 1 & 3)
I want to walk as a child of the light.
I want to follow Jesus.
God set the stars to give light to the world.
The star of my life is Jesus.
In him there is no darkness at all.
The night and the day are both alike.
The Lamb is the light of the city of God.
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.
I'm looking for the coming of Christ.
I want to be with Jesus.
When we have run with patience the race,
We shall know the joy of Jesus.
In him there is no darkness at all.
The night and the day are both alike.
The Lamb is the light of the city of God.
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.
Contributors: Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b.1934, © 1970, 1975, Celebration All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #734861-A.

Sermon: “Forgiveness, the Human Sort, is Never So Simple”

Prayers of the Church
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in need.
You welcome us when we are weak in faith. Uphold your church throughout the world; make it a place of
welcome. Strengthen faith through Bible studies and Sunday schools, confirmation classes and youth
ministries. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
The heights of the heavens show us the vastness of your steadfast love. Have compassion on your
creation. Where human selfishness has brought ruin and destruction, we look to you to heal, renew, and
redeem your world. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Make your ways known to the nations. Speak kindness to our bitter grudges. Settle our hearts when we
want to settle accounts with violence. Bless our leaders with patience and wisdom. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Bring healing and justice wherever harm is dealt. Provide vindication for all who oppressed. Free victims of
human trafficking and forced labor; deliver all who are bound by debt. Feed all who hunger, and guard
those fleeing famine, poverty, and war. Shelter all who are vulnerable in body, mind, or spirit especially for
whose names we speak aloud (pause for quiet prayer), in our hearts (again pause…) and those whose
names are the ongoing prayer concern of this community. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Teach us to forgive. Remind us that you do not always accuse us. Still our tongues when we are tempted
to pass judgment. Make this congregation a community of mercy for one another and for all our neighbors.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Whether we live or whether we die, we are yours. We thank you for those who have showed us faithfulness,
for the knees that taught us how to bow to you and the tongues that taught us to praise you. Lord in your
mercy, hear our prayer.
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Liturgy of the Eucharist

* Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
You are indeed holy, O God, the fountain of all holiness; you bring light from darkness, life from death,
speech from silence.
In all this we bless you for your only-begotten Son, who fulfilled and will fulfill all your promises.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to
his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
* The Lord’s Prayer

Communion Distribution

* Post-Communion Blessing and Prayer
* The Blessing

Sending Hymn #604 O Christ, Our Hope (vs. 1, 2 & 5)
O Christ, our hope, our hearts' desire,
creation's mighty Lord,
redeemer of the fallen world,
by holy love out-poured,
by holy love out-poured:
How vast your mercy to accept
the burden of our sin,
and bow your head in cruel death
to make us clean within,
to make us clean within.
All praise to you, ascended Lord;
all glory ever be
to Father, Son, and Spirit blest
through all eternity,
through all eternity!
Contributors Text: Latin hymn, c. 8th cent.; tr. John Chandler, 1806-1876, adapt. Music: Nikolaus Herman, 1480-1561. All
rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #734861-A.

* Sending
*Denotes to Stand

We Welcome All Our Visitors and Friends to Our Worship Service Today
To all of you, we extend an invitation to return often, your presence is a blessing to us; we hope that soon we
will be able to worship together again. Do come and be with us. If you are interested in becoming a member,
please see or call Pastor Carl. All are welcomed to the Lord’s Table for Holy Communion or to receive a
blessing.

Please keep the following individuals in your prayers
Members: Helen, Mark, Calvin & Mary, Hazel, Ruth, Jen, Maidie, Vivian, Colton, Bud,
Carolyn & John, Carliana, Shriver, Andy, Hannah, Denise, Glenys, Matthew, Nadine,
Moore family, Neuheisel family, Gene, and all homebound members.
Family & Friends: Jerry, Bernie & Chris, Nunan Family, Mike, Darlene, Frank, Erin,
Clyde, Kary, Gloria, Jim & Barbara, Kevin, Jack & Elinor, Liz, Heidi, Peggy, Laura, Bruce
& Jamie, Karen, Caroline, Sonia, Addison, Larry, Chris and the Jackson family, those
facing job loss, and those in broken relationships.

Weekly Offering and Attendance


Donate online via Tithe.ly



In person during outdoor
worship



Send offering by mail:
15773 Dover Road
Upperco, MD 21155

Attendance – September 6th


In Person – 20



Online Video – 28

Happening this Week
Council Meeting, Tuesday, September 15th at 7:00pm. Please give any topics for discussion to Suzi Lyons.
Combined Youth Group Mini Golf - meet at Island Green Mini Golf on Friday, September 18th at 5:45pm. After golf, we
will get ice cream together in the Westminster area. The cost is $10 per person to golf.

Coming Soon!
Next Sunday! Sunday School Resumes via Zoom, Sunday, September 20th at 10:30am. With
the uncertainty of the pandemic, Sunday school will meet via zoom, on the 1st and 3rd Sundays at 10:30,
at least through December.
Adult Bible Study will resume on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays at 7:00 pm under the Pavilion. (9/22, 10/13, 10/27,
11/10, 11/24, 12/8, 12/22). We will discuss the Lectionary Readings that were not discussed in the sermon for the
previous Sunday and possibly even the sermon itself. Social distancing and safety will be in place.
Confirmation class will be resuming and be held virtually via Zoom. Pr Carl is coordinating a time on Sunday
evenings. Please let him know what a good time on Sunday evenings is for you.
MLR Walkathon & Virtual Cookie Run, Sunday, September 27th. Register on the MLR website.

Indoor Worship Update
The Return to In Person Worship Committee met and in order to
keep everyone safe we will continue to worship in the pavilion until
at least October 11.
At that time, the committee will re-evaluate the COVID guidelines
and numbers from the County and State, consider the fall weather
situation, and will plan accordingly to move to indoor worship.
Any changes will be sent out through email and social media.
*Please note that we will continue to record Sunday morning
worship indefinitely and post it on YouTube.

Outdoor In-Person Worship
 Services will be held in the Pavilion, Sundays at 9am.
 A check-in person will perform a brief temperature check as you arrive.
 Seating is 6 feet apart (families can sit together).
o

Use the picnic tables in the pavilion

o

Bring your own lawn chair to sit in the grassy area if you prefer

 Please wear a mask at all times.
 Hand sanitizer will be available.
 Bulletins will be emailed prior to the service for you to print, if desired.
 There will be a safe and no-contact communion and offering.
 Services may be cancelled due to inclement weather.
We will still offer the online recorded services each week for those that can’t / shouldn’t attend the
in-person services. Please choose what is best for you, your health, your risk level, and your family.
Online services : http://stpaulsupperco.org
Please stay home if you are feeling ill.
Immediately contact the church if you test positive for COVID after recently
attending a service, so we may implement steps for rapid contact tracing.

